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How can you help? 

• support your child at home

• reading time

• share what you’re reading/excitement about 
books

• stories from your childhood

• read stories to your children







Reading Leaflet 



Vocabulary
Children are taught to draw upon knowledge of word 
meanings in order to understand the text. This may 
also include finding and explaining the meaning of 
words in the context of what they have read. These 
conversations are a great way to discover which 
words children know and fill gaps in this knowledge, 
expanding their own repertoire of vocabulary. You 
could show them how to use a dictionary or the 
internet to find definitions. ‘Vocabulary’ questions 
might include finding alternative words or 
discussing which words are the most effective in an 
extract. 



Inference

To infer is to find meaning that is not made 

explicit in the text. Children will use their 

understanding of a wide range of prior 

experiences to make sense of events in what 

they see and read. As children get more 

confident, they should start to increasingly 

back these inferences up with evidence from 

the text. They may paraphrase or even 

directly quote to justify what they think. 



Predict
Children are encouraged to predict what they think might happen based on the events so far and details 
that are implied in the text. The emphasis here is not to necessarily be right – if all books were 
predictable, that could become very dull – but to engage with the plot and actively think about where 
the journey of the story might go. 



Explain

Children are encouraged to explain 

their preferences, thoughts and 

opinions about a text. As they get 

more confident, children should 

also be able to explain themes and 

patterns across a text as well as 

why authors have made certain 

choices and the impact of these on 

the overall effect of the writing.



Retrieve

This skill concerns finding and recording information located in the text. It tends to 

cover some of the more straightforward and closed questions that don’t require as 

much inference (often beginning with who, what, when and where). However, the 

challenge can lie in children having to skim back over large quantities of text. You can 

support your child by helping them to narrow down sections to search and scan for 

key words that will help them look for the information they need. 



Sequence/Summarise

Children are taught to recap the events of a narrative and put 

them in order (sequence) or sum them up (summarise). This can be 

an effective way to remind children of the story so far in a longer 

text or to build familiarity with a shorter book or traditional tale. 

For younger children, the ability to retell a well-known story from 

their head is an important step in their development and will give 

them the foundation on which to build their own stories later on. 



Reading Rewards 

To encourage reading for pleasure, each year 

group will have a reading reward chart in their 

reading diaries. Each week, if a child can 

demonstrate they’ve read at home, a section on 

their chart will be completed by an adult in 

school. When their charts are full, they can 

collect their reward. 



Recommended 
Reads 

Brilliant books to 
share with your 
children 



Thank you for coming! 

Now let’s get the children…


