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How can you help? 

• support your child at home

• reading time

• share what you’re reading/excitement about books

• stories from your childhood

• read stories to your children



Phonics
Did you know that the English language has: 

26 letters 

44 sounds 

and over 100 ways of spelling these sounds! 

Phonics is how we make sense of all of these. 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics – the teaching of reading 
and spelling by breaking down words into the smallest unit of 
sound. 

It’s all about hearing, recognising and using sounds enabling us 
to break down and build up words (segmenting and blending). 



Actions and pictures 
to aide recall 

Demonstration videos of how to say each 
phoneme and of the action and image which 
corresponds to each one are available on the 
‘Supporting Your Child at Home’ page in the 
English Curriculum section of our school website. 
https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/su
pporting-your-child-at-home/57774

https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/supporting-your-child-at-home/57774


Phase 3 
Digraphs

2 letters which make one phoneme 
(sound)

Friendly letters – zz

Common digraphs sh, ch, th, ng

Vowel digraph – contains at least 1 
vowel ar, or, ur, ow

Long vowel digraphs – Two vowels 
which together make the vowel letter 
name – ai, ee, ie, oa, oo

Trigraphs 

3 letters which make 1 phoneme 
(sound) – igh, air, ear, ure

Not as common

Unit 6: j, v, w, x                     Unit 10: ar, or, ur, ow, oi 
Unit 7: y, z, zz, qu Unit 11: ear, air, ure, er 
Unit 8: ch, sh, th, ng
Unit 9: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo



Sound buttons and tiles 

goat  night   stop   spear

bell boat flip  

shell       jumper

ch i ck s l ee p



Phase 4 

tent   flap  cramp   float   sprout  

When children start Phase 4 they will know a grapheme for each of the 44 phonemes. 
They will be able to blend phonemes to read CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words, and 
segment in order to spell them.

Children will also have begun reading straightforward two-syllable words and simple 
captions, as well as reading and spelling some tricky words.

In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to 
consolidate the children’s knowledge and to help them learn to read and spell words 
which have adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and milk



Phase 5 

Unit 13: wh, ph
Then Units 14 – 27 are alternative graphemes for previously taught digraphs and trigraphs 



Alternative Spellings 

• Explore all the different ways we can write the same sound down 

• Begin to learn rules for when we use each one 

For example; 

All of these make the long i sound

- pie

- time

- fly

- night

• Other examples 

-ch making the c sound as in school, Christmas

-c making the s sound as in cycle, December



Split digraphs 

• 2 letters not adjacent, split by another letter.

• Used to be known as magic e – makes you say the letter name

bone    time    snake

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvtMzUL0lw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvtMzUL0lw




Resources to support recall 

All of these resources are available to download on the ‘Supporting Your 
Child at Home’ page in the English Curriculum section of our school website. 





Reading Leaflet 











Reading Rewards 

To encourage reading for pleasure, each year 

group will have a reading reward chart in their 

reading diaries. Each week, if a child can 

demonstrate they’ve read at home, a section on 

their chart will be completed by an adult in 

school. When their charts are full, they can 

collect their reward. 



Recommended Reads 

Brilliant books to share with 
your children 



Thank you for coming! 

Now let’s get the children…


